
BJA-funded Programs Eligible for NIJ ARRA Evaluation Solicitation

Below are Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 Recovery Act: Edward Byrne Memorial Competitive Grant Program projects. NIJ has identified each of the below BJA-funded projects as eligible for evaluation under the NIJ FY 2010 solicitation “Recovery Act: Evaluation of Recovery Act State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance.”

Applicants to the FY10 NIJ solicitation must use this list to identify one or more programs to target for evaluation. Please refer to the solicitation for all other requirements (see http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/sl000924.pdf).
Eligible programs are listed by category and then alphabetically by program legal name:
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Category I: Comprehensive Community-Based Data-Driven Approaches to Preventing and Reducing Violent Crime
Program Legal Name: Allegheny County Department of Human Services (PA)
Federal Funding Amount: $331,025
Project Summary: Allegheny County Department of Human Services (ACDHS), on behalf of OneVision OneLife (1V1L), will be awarded $331,025 to expand its comprehensive community-based, data-driven approaches to prevent and reduce violent crime. 1V1L, a community-based, antiviolence program located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is based on Chicago Cease-Fire and has been operating since 2004. 1V1L prevents targeted violence by: 1) identifying, training, and developing a team of Community Coordinators (CC) who are active in, and informed about, their communities; 2) systematically collecting and using street-level intelligence to intervene in petty disputes, turf battles, and gang or group incidents before they escalate into shootings and homicides; and 3) reaching out to those at risk for violence with services, jobs, and general assistance. ACDHS, through 1V1L, has established the following objectives for its project: 1V1L will 1) retain three of its current CCs and hire and train three additional staff members by month 3 of year 1 and 2) continue to improve its fidelity to the Chicago CeaseFire model by a) implementing findings from a recent organizational assessment, b) continuing to migrate practices (particularly staffing models) to match Chicago Ceasefire, c) visiting Chicago Ceasefire, and d) engaging local law enforcement to improve fidelity.
Contact Information: Marc Cherna, (412) 350-5705, marc.cherna@alleghenycounty.us
Program Legal Name: Chicanos Por La Causa (AZ)
Federal Funding Amount: $1,171,611
Project Summary: Chicanos Por La Causa (CPLC) will be awarded $1,171,611 to expand its comprehensive community-based, data-driven approaches to prevent and reduce violent crime. CPLC, the lead agency, along with four collaborators, aims to reduce violence, shootings, and killings in four neighborhoods in south Phoenix, AZ. CPLC has established Project Phoenix Cease Fire (PPCF) to reduce the level of violence, particularly shootings and homicides, by replicating the Chicago Cease Fire program in four focus neighborhoods. CPLC has established the following objectives for PPCF: 1) provide outreach and intervention services to high risk individuals; 2) mobilize the community to build a base of support for PPCF; 3) educate the community to facilitate behavior change and promote nonviolence; 4) use police data on homicides and shootings to develop immediate responses to violence; 5) provide outreach services to patients with violence-related injuries; and 6) coordinate with collaborative partners and the advisory board to ensure efficient and effective implementation. CPLC will work with Phoenix-based organizations that have expertise in violence prevention. CPLC will coordinate its activities with the Chicago Project for Violence Prevention and Arizonans for Gun Safety.
Contact Information: Andres Contreras, (602) 254-4827, thomas.pynn@cplc.org
Program Legal Name: Fund for the City of New York (NY)
Federal Funding Amount: $944,477
Project Summary: The Fund for the City of New York will be awarded $944,477 to further develop its comprehensive community-based, data-driven approaches to prevent and reduce violent crime. The Crown Heights Cease Fire (CHCF) initiative will be led by the Crown Heights Community Mediation Center, a project of the Center for Court Innovation. The Mediation Center is a neighborhood institution with over 10 years of experience in conflict resolution, violence prevention, community mobilization, youth outreach, and convening local stakeholders, including faith-based leaders and law enforcement representatives. CHCF will use the five core components of the Chicago model—outreach, community mobilization, public education, faith-based involvement, and criminal justice participation—as well as an employment component. CHCF has established the following project objectives: 1) diverting high-risk individuals away from gun-related crime and linking them to responsive services; 2) developing and distributing public education materials to promote community intolerance of gun violence; 3) mobilizing the community around gun violence prevention efforts; 4) engaging faith-based leaders in antiviolence activities; 5) providing workforce development services for high risk individuals; and 6) facilitating data-sharing and collaborative problem-solving among criminal justice partners.
Contact Information: Greg Berman, (212) 373-8090, bermang@courtinnovation.org
Category II: Providing for Funding of Neighborhood Probation and Parole Officers
Program Legal Name: Judiciary/Courts of State of New Jersey (NJ)
Federal Funding Amount: $5,433,507
Project Summary: The New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts is awarded $5,433,507 to implement a project entitled the "New Jersey Probation Specialized Mental Health Caseload Expansion." The primary goals include creating 30 probation officer positions to establish adult mental health caseloads statewide, establishing collaborative partnerships between probation and community agencies in New Jersey, and reducing the average caseload size of other agency adult caseloads. Secondary goals relate more directly with probation division goals for improving mental health supervision. They include reducing the number of adult probationer arrests and custody costs incurred, increasing client access to professional quality mental health assessments, increasing client access to mental health treatment services in every county, and measuring compliance and outcomes for the mental health caseloads. The probation division will implement several key strategies that have been learned from its current pilot experience. They include limiting adult mental health caseloads to 25 cases per probation officer, conducting intensive supervision of all mentally ill clients, hiring project staff with mental health treatment or clinical background, training officers and supervisors in clinical aspects of mental health, and conducting real time project evaluation to determine operational adjustments.
Contact Information: Glenn Grant, (609) 984-0275, glenn.grant@judiciary.state.nj.us
Program Legal Name: Maricopa, County of (AZ)
Federal Funding Amount: $2,045,584
Project Summary: Maricopa (AZ) County will be awarded $2,045,584 to create a prisoner reentry initiative. There are over 8,000 prisoners in the Arizona Department of Corrections (ADC) who will be returning to Maricopa County with a consecutive probation grant following their discharge from prison. In response to the increasing prison population with consecutive probation grants, a group consisting of interagency collaborators began identifying gaps within the system to address supervision issues such as inaccurate release dates, the lack of reentry planning and the large number of offenders who abscond prior to reporting to a probation office (which is approximately 25% of all ADC releases). The goal of the prison reentry initiative is to reduce recidivism of individuals released from the ADC to probation, thereby increasing neighborhood safety and the efficiency of the criminal justice system. To accomplish this goal, the Maricopa County Adult Probation Department will hire specialized officers to provide reentry needs assessment, planning, and immediate interventions to smooth the transition between prison and probation. These officers, who will be highly trained in motivational interviewing, will be tasked with assessing and developing case plans for this reentry population in order to address their criminogenic risks and target interventions that will ultimately reduce recidivism and absconding rates. Approximately 3,600 offenders will be released within the 24-month grant period. Due to Maricopa County’s funding crisis, the specialized reentry positions have not been created, though the interagency collaboration continues. The program design has been created and will be quickly implemented with funding to hire 15 officers.
Contact Information: Barbara Broderick, (602) 506-7249, bbroderi@apd.maricopa.gov
Category III: Reducing Mortgage Fraud and Crime Related to Vacant Properties
Program Legal Name: Cook, County of (IL)
Federal Funding Amount: $2,396,207
Project Summary: The Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office will receive a grant award of $2,396,207 to (1) hire eight prosecutors and two investigators; (2) build on existing partnerships and develop new relationships with financial institutions; (3) develop cases on multiple corrupt appraisers and brokers, creating a "sweep" effect with the goal of creating a deterrent effect; and (4) reduce neighborhood blight resulting from home foreclosures through the restoration of properties to productive and responsible ownership.
Contact Information: Anita Alvarez, (312) 603-1841, KCassid@cookcountygov.com
Program Legal Name: Housing Preservation Project (MN)
Federal Funding Amount: $1,378,412
Project Summary: The Housing Preservation Project will receive a grant of $1,378,412 to (1) enhance the use of technology in identifying mortgage fraud and using computer-generated mapping programs to identify patterns of foreclosure, vacancies, and related criminal activity in Hennepin County; (2) assist prosecutors in targeting resources and efficiently investigate crime; and (3) support further sharing of mortgage fraud, foreclosure, vacancy, and crime data among local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies as well as partner neighborhood organizations and community-based housing assistance providers. The Housing Preservation Project is a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation and public interest law firm that has partnered with Hennepin County to provide technical expertise in analyzing mortgage transactions, identifying fraud or suspicious conduct, and assisting with criminal prosecutions. The Project will also coordinate with the Minnesota Foreclosure Partner’s Council, an inter-governmental task force. The grant will fund hiring of two prosecutors, a paralegal, a computer programmer, and a contract investigator, as well as retaining an outside special counsel position. The project will create a data tracking model and response system that can be replicated throughout the state.
Contact Information: Timothy Thompson, (651) 642-0102 x107, mireland@hppinc.org
Program Legal Name: San Francisco District Attorneys Office (CA)
Federal Funding Amount: $1,066,026
Project Summary: The San Francisco's District Attorney's Office will receive a grant award of $1,066,026 to (a) create a model Mortgage and Investment Fraud Unit that prosecutes complex fraud schemes, coordinates with federal and state law enforcement, and trains other jurisdictions on prosecuting mortgage fraud; and (b) engage in a multi-agency public education campaign to empower homeowners and improve neighborhood conditions. The Fraud Unit will (1) hire an attorney, a senior investigator, and an investigator; (2) investigate and prosecute 5-10 complex cases annually; (3) collaborate with the U.S. Attorney Mortgage Fraud Task Force and the California Department of Real Estate to leverage resources and reduce redundant activities; and (4) develop and launch a multi-agency public education campaign that trains 500 San Francisco residents about mortgage fraud and vacant property crime prevention and provides critical information via radio to over 2 million Bay Area residents.
Contact Information: Kamala Harris, (415) 553-1741, districtattorney@sfgov.org
Program Legal Name: Utah Attorney General’s Office (UT)
Federal Funding Amount: $880,882
Project Summary: The Utah Attorney General’s Office will receive a grant award of $880,882 to develop an asset preservation, seizure, and forfeiture team within the Utah Attorney General’s Office that will serve law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies throughout the state to combat mortgage fraud and lessen its impact on citizens, financial institutions, and the economy. The project will create the Utah Preservation of Assets and Asset Seizure Team, consisting of a prosecutor and two financial/criminal investigators. The team will perform financial investigations parallel to mortgage fraud investigations by federal state and local law enforcement agencies. The team will locate and preserve assets and carry out forfeiture proceedings where warranted, and provide financial investigation training for other law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies to increase their capabilities in the seizure and forfeiture of assets. The project will hire three new positions: one full-time attorney and two full-time criminal/financial investigators.
Contact Information: Kirk Torgensen, (801) 366-0217, tkhaysavang@utah.gov
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