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FORENSIC SCIENCE R&D GRANTS
NIJ is now accepting proposals under the Research 
and Development in Forensic Science for 
Criminal Justice Purposes program for basic or 
applied research and development projects that will: 

■■ Increase the body of knowledge to guide and 
inform forensic science policy and practice; or

■■ Result in the production of useful materials, 
devices, systems, or methods that have the 
potential for forensic application. 

Goals

Proposals should address at least one of the 
following goals:

■■ Fundamental/Basic Research Goal: Improve 
the understanding of the accuracy, reliability, 
and measurement validity of forensic science 
disciplines. 

■■ Applied Research Goal: Increase knowledge 
or understanding necessary to guide criminal 
justice policy and practice related to the forensic 
sciences.

■■ Development Goal: Produce new materials, 
devices, systems, or methods that have the 
potential for forensic application for criminal 
justice purposes. 

Innovative Areas of Research

NIJ is interested in funding innovative research in 
developing fields that can be applied to the forensic 
sciences. Proposals that contribute to the following 
national research initiatives may be given special 
consideration in award decisions:

■■ Nanotechnology (National Nanotechnology 
Initiative)

■■ Microbiome (NIH Human Microbiome Project)

■■ Fatal Head Trauma (The BRAIN Initiative)

Needs of the Community

For more information on what research and 
technology and forensic practitioners would benefit 
from, read NIJ’s Forensic Science Technology 
Working Group operational requirements on NIJ.gov, 
keywords “forensic operational needs.” 

Deadline: February 1, 2016

Begin the application process early by registering 
with Grants.gov. All applications are due before 
midnight on February 1, 2016. Read the solicitation 
at http://nij.gov/funding/Documents/solicitations/nij-
2016-4305.pdf.


