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Victimization 

Direct Victims Indirect Victims 

¨ A person who suffers 
physical injury, extreme 
mental distress, or death as 
a result of having 
experienced a violent crime. 

¨ A member of the direct 
victims’ family* who 
witnessed the crime and/or 
is a person whose mental
health counseling and care 
is required for the 
successful treatment of the 
victim. 



  
    

  
    

  
      

 
    

  
      

     
  

Race and Victimization 

¨ Teens (ages 12-19) and young adults (ages 20-24) are the most likely to 

be victims of violent crime. 
¨ Blacks and Latinos are more likely to be victims of violent crime than 

Whites. 
¨ Rates of rape and sexual assault are highest among Native American 

women more so than either White or African American women. 
¨ Those with household incomes below $7,500 are more than three times 

more likely to be robbed than those with incomes above $75,000. 
¨ Black and Latino males are over represented among homicide victims. 

! * Family members and friends of victims of violent crime are disproportionately 
people of color 



     
     

  
     

 
  

  
     

   
     

 
 

Violent Crime Categories 

¨ Simple Assault -An attack without a weapon resulting either 

in no injury, minor injury (e.g., bruises, black eyes, cuts,
scratches or swelling). 

¨ Aggravated Assault - When a person purposely attacks or 
attempts to cause bodily injury to another with a deadly 
weapon or An attack without a weapon where serious injury 
results. 

¨ Violent Victimization- Serious physical violence resulting in 
a knife or gun being pulled on someone wherein the victim 
was jumped, shot, cut or stabbed resulting in life-threatening
injury or death. 



 
    

   
 

   
    

    
  

  

Race and Crime Categories 

¨ Blacks (ages 15-24) are violently victimized and 

robbed at rates higher than Whites and persons of 
“other races”. 

¨ Blacks (ages 15-24) are victims of simple assault at 
rates higher than the rates of persons of “other races.” 

¨ Black men (ages 15-24) are victims of aggravated 
assault at rates greater than those of White men and 
women. 



 
     

  
   

  
    

    
  

  
      

In Summary….
 
¨ Great racial disparities and overrepresentation of

people of color exist at all decision points in 
criminal justice processing, and have significant 
social consequences. 

¨ We have yet to examine the sociocultural context,
cause and consequences of race based structural
inequality and its impact on race and victimization 
for the individual perpetrator/victim, community 
based outcomes, and criminal justice system. 



 RACE MATTERS! 



  

   

    
  

 

    
   

     
 

 

   
  

     
   

     
 

 
   

    
 

   
   

    

     

Research on Race and Victimization 


Current Research Gaps in Research 

¨ Predominately conducted in urban areas 

¨ Examines mental health outcomes (e.g., 
PTSD, depression, substance abuse) for 
victims of violent crime 

¨ focused on risk and protective factors 
(e.g., social support, prevention 
education) 

¨ Focused on coping (e.g., emotion/problem 
focused, service utilization) 

¨ Comparison between urban, suburban 
and rural victims 

¨ Mental, physical, criminal justice outcomes 
of individual as both victim and 
perpetrator 

¨ Small (if any) samples of Black and/or 
Latino participants despite being
overrepresented as direct/indirect victims 
and perpetrators of violent crime. 

¨ Perspectives of victims of color in the 
literature 

¨ Research relevant to victim typology (e.g., 
homicide, sexual assault/abuse, crime) 

¨ Survivors of homicide victims research 



  
     
    

    

     
   

      
    

Implications for Future Research 

¨ National Studies on Populations of Color 
¨ Development and Implementation of culturally 

appropriate tools of measurement (e.g., race, ethnicity, 
victim typology) 

¨ Participatory Action Research Methods, Mixed Methods, 
and Longitudinal Studies. 

¨ Variable Focus – mental, physical, educational, cost, 
community engagement and criminal justice outcomes 



         
       

        
   

                
   

       
  

          
    

              
         

  

References 

¨ Chen, W.Y. (2010). Exposure to community violence and adolescents’ internalizing behaviors among 

African American and Asian Adolescents. Journal of Youth Adolescents, 39(4), 403-13. 

¨ Federal Bureau of Investigation. (2011). Uniform crime reports for the United States. Retrieved 
November 27, 2014, from http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s 

¨ Goldmann, E, Aiello, A., Uddin, M., Delva, J., Koenen, K., Grant, L.M., and Galea, S. (2011). 
Pervasive exposure to violence and posttraumatic stress disorder in a predominantly African 
American Urban Community: The Detroit Neighborhood Health Study. Journal of Traumatic Stress, 
24(6), 747-51. 

¨ Redmond, L. M. (1989). Surviving: When someone you know was murdered. Clearwater, FL: 
Psychological Consultations and educations Services Ltd. 

¨ Redmond, L. M. (1996). Sudden violent death. In K. J. Doka (Ed.). Living with grief after 
sudden loss: Suicide, homicide, accident, heart attack and stroke (pp. 53–71). Bristol, PA: 
Taylor & Francis. 

http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/ucr/crime-in-the-u.s


  
            

        
     

           
       

            
          

                
     

       

  

              
 

References, cont.
 
¨ Ruback, R.B., Clark, V.A., & Warner, C. (2014). Why are crime victims at risk of being victimized again 

Substance use, depression, and offending as mediators of the victimization-revictimization link. Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 29, 157–85. 

¨ Sharpe, T. L. (2008). Sources of support for African American family members of homicide victims. Journal of 
Ethnic & Cultural Diversity in Social Work, 17, 197–216. 

¨ Sharpe, T. L., & Boyas, J. (2011). We fall down: The African American experience of coping with the 
homicide of a loved one. Journal of Black Studies, 42, 855–873. 

¨ Sharpe, T. L., Osteen, J., Jacobson, J., & Michalopoulos, L. M. (2014). Coping with grief responses among
African American family members of homicide victims. Violence & Victims, 29(2), 332-47. 

¨ U.S. Census Bureau. (2010). Law enforcement, courts, & prisons: Crimes and crime rates. Retrieved from 
http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/cats/law_enforce- ment_courts_prisons/

crimes_and_crime_rates.html
 

¨ Walker, S, Spohn, C., DeLone, M. (2011).The Color of Justice: Race, Ethnicity, and Crime in America. The 
Wadsworth Contemporary Issues in Crime and Justice Series 

http://www.census.gov/compendia/statab/cats/law_enforce


     
     

 
 

 
 

Tanya L. Sharpe, MSW, Ph.D. 
University of Maryland School of Social Work 

tsharpe@ssw.umaryland.edu 
(410)706-3829 

Thank You 


	Return To Text: 


